_mountain of laundry and

halﬂlstemng £0 WGN’S Kathy :’

about a: messy desk. My mmd

quickly - flashed to my-own

frustrating ‘work-at-home: of- -
fice. For‘years, ‘I had-been:

stuckin a corner of our fam-

. ily room to do’ my writing. -

Legos and GI Joe guys often ~

hid in 'my files and my desk -
was -frequently ‘used. as a-

‘Usually, a pe;son:'Ohly 7 “

refers back to 15% of
their files and if thefé :
isa lot of stuff there
isa chance you won ’t
be able to fmd what
you are Iooklng for.’

— Pat Braun"
Organizing consultant

snack teble kgame"i‘doard and -
paint easel. T'looked. forward

to the day. when 1 could move
~'out “of -the. .play-.dough and
‘match box cars mto my own..
space, . -
The day flnally arrlved
eight months ago when :we

~finished an addition towour”/ o
Tittle” 2
corner . all “my “‘own, deter'

horie. I moved ‘into

‘mined-to: get organized. But -
then, baby number five came-*

early. ‘Schoel ‘started. ,,Th_en'

there was the “Halloween
room - party,  Cub .  Scout

achievements, church educa-

© tion meeting,. a 'science
.. project;s¢onferences. -Every

~ time I'had an hour to:work, I

had to* wmte or -complete’
some other: “due tomorrow”
project, I'simply had no time
to get organized. ,

Pretty soon, T had bexes’ of
stuff: School stuff,blll stuff,

© income -‘tax - stuff, -column.
stuff,

stuff,” . newspaper.
church. s‘mff and. miscella-
_neous stuff.” Spending pre-
" cious time searchmg through

B thls stuff to: fmd the mght'

T

My .own-lack of organiz
‘tion made ‘it easy for me to -
relate to the radio program.
When - Kathy{'; nd Judy fin- -
shed dlscussmg their ‘own
‘messy desk frustratlons,ethey
‘introduced. Thalia Poulos of.
the Natlonal Assocxatlon of
Professwnal Orgamzers
(NAPO). Thaha announced a
contest- sponsored by NAPO
~:tofind the'owner of the mess- -
iest desk. The winner. would
s receive two hours of free.or- -
gamzatmnal consultatlon
~from a team of Chlcago pro- .
fessxonal . organizers. - I
‘paused from sorting socks.
and wrote the ‘dddress on a
piece of cardhoard froma de-
tergent box. .

Visually, my desk dldnt

~look messy. I had' cleverly

hldden the mess in boxes and
files in a cabmet Isentina
picture of my empty -office
area but included-an elabo-
rate’ explanatlon of the frus-
tration of bei ing disorganized. .

Afew weeks later Ilearned
‘that T had won the contest A
team of three professional
organizers would be sent to:
my home to‘make sense of all
‘my stuff. Imtlally, I panicked.
Would these high-tech, no-

_ nensense c1ty dwellers un-

derstand the hfestyle of a

report cards all ‘mixed in .
* with my Job related items? 1-
was  tempted to f‘orget the

* whole thing, but decided to
take the challenge anyway.

Before: they arrived” they
faxed me lists of suggested
basic supplies — envelopes,
ruler, scissors, paper punch
candssuch — “and other Very

" specific ﬁhng supplies

hanging file’ folders, expand-
“able accordion: ﬁles ‘manila
file folders; file cabinet, box-
bottom -folders-and vertical .
sorters. T had“some of the
items and spent about $25 on .
additional items. =
On- the deSIgna d
o.day, three wome
-y, home totin

e






