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. once was an orgamze
person. Not always the -
‘neatest but usually very -

they grew 1 qulckly los
organizational grip. If yo
ever fergot to ‘make: cookies,

y
duly noted and requested
hild’s teacher, you

- minutes for open house, -
- The school had- sent

remodéled school. But
somehow it -got-lost under a
* pile of papers tacked :

not-so-neatly on the bulletm
board, ' - :

Lack of organization is
beconiing enough of a*
problem- that there are-
businesses that help -

: Tby storage doesn't.have to be color-coded Barone (shown with: son- KP.vm) does, is to
' .and’desigrier perfect to be effi cient. One way
to keep clutter to“a’ minimum, as . Patty

(home and busmess),

1 doesn’t matter what stage £

talks for parents by a.’ life you re.at or Whether you_ | designs custom closet

- California woman who- orki ystems and packs and

specializeg in motivating unpacks and organizes after ,

peopleto: ‘et organized.: 7 ‘a-move. And it helps

These professionalssay: ~families get organized.

‘that with a little | lanmng, “.Prices start at $40 per*ho

few well-placed ™™~ - with a three hour mlmmum‘ 1.

organizational £ ol8 and : Barone says try

some effort by your ,,five minutes each'day

offsprmg, ‘you can keep ' " (make it a routine; if

your hectic lives: in ‘order. - enters the-home, it get | “possible) and go through

‘Dee.Vance works in the - | that horizontal flat spaee:-- | your child’s papers, decide

' San Francisco Bay Area in © | where everything else gets ~.|" what, to keep, whdt iyou can

~California as a‘motivational | stacked and the important get rid of. Keep art-work in

‘speaker. She.offers * " things get put on'the * .° - | a separate spot from things yoi
lunchtime brown bag | bottom and junk gets.put | such.as soccer sign up- - | ‘attention before the week is B
.seminars at large on top and you can’t get .| material and Girl Scout < | over. Yowll need to take a -~ -
.corporations, such-as . - control-of it - information. - - ‘look at this a few mmutes SR

Chevron, which pay her to For kids, the best thmg is If you have space m your: or
“help their employees get - | 1o go through their papers | kitchen, keep a cork board

organized-at home. “+ .o | on'adaily basis, if possible,- | (for a decorator touch, paint ! ¢ :

‘She recently wasin - | said-Patty Barone of Crystal ‘| it the same color.as the weeken t as Jong-as
Glenview to help hursery Lake, who works for Chaos - | 'kitchen, suggests Barone) you take soine time each -
school parents get = | to°Order, a growing Park:: - | where art projects ¢an go.. week to keep it in control

-organized. The worst' - “# | Ridge business run by ot . For the-other - = | said Vance,
disorganization is paper =~ | Monica Thompson The - information, such.as -+~ - Yet another file should
clutter, said Vance, “It - - | company orgamzes ofﬁ:ces | baseball sign-up sheets, ~-{ (Continued on next page)



be kept for BILLS -,
- Each member of the

own.file-
“it. This is where you keep
that soccer:information: and
other paperwork that they
will need:
An mtegral part ‘of:

] keepmg stuff in order+ 1svto T :
-~ for the family. “You have to Vf, The kIdS part
" have a spot where you keep T
T part of keeping a house -
‘organized. “If you are’ -

maintain.a master calendar:-

. your family’s schedule,”
said Barone:. “I think 1t’

_easier for you to. keep on ;
E 77| to really help and i :
participate. And if you’ re o
|“not; you still need them to
-because you want to send
- them out into the world

: .top of it then.”

When open house is

v commg up, mark it on the
: calendar, toss the paper

' . Cluttel’ Contmued from prewous page

| EAn 1ntegral part:
of keepmg stuff in.
“order is to maln-v, :

tain a master
‘calendar for the
family.d

‘reminder sent by the -
" school, and make Sure the

-~ calendar is in a place:where - |

the whole family can see it.-
To keep newspapers'
catalogs; and magazines
from-getting out-of hand,
~ the best-rule is to-remove -

yesterday s when you brmg :

“in today s.(or this-month’s

- magazine when you brmg 1n-

+|. their’ own’ was
‘léarned and “I haven’t
"“touched the laundry since.’

. last month’s). Vance said"

she keeps all periodicals in S

“-a box in the living room,
. and when she has extra

" time (watching-a television ‘i

show:she’s not very. -
" interested in or waiting: for
: the kids to.get readyfora .
' game) she sorts through
. magazines, cuts.out an

. items she wants to keep for !

the -

e future reference 'such as
I “vacationideas” or
famﬂy should ‘have their =%
h.their. nameaen%w wH0e

18 way, you_ tarti

'gettmg your clutter into a _
~ | vertical file rather than
1-these honzontal plles,” sald .

Vance

Klds are an: 1mportant

working you need ch11

“knowing how to do these
. ,thmgs ?* said Vance. -

-It-is a chore for you,
however until they learn
how to do chores. But it’s -

| worth the effort, said Vance: "
- “It’s easier-to do‘it-yourself

but the resentment you -

{ build up by being the .-

person who does it all and ..

| the maid and everybody’s

|- servant doesn’t help.you.as -
-~ an.individual;.or:the kids; or -
-the family _dy‘namics,’,’- '

It took Vance: six weeks .

" to teach her kids how to

clear the table and load the:

- | dishwasher properly, and a. .-
- | couple of months and one .

red baseball uniform to:

_teach her boys, at-ages 7"
~and 10: (when they: enjoyed
“pushing buttons), how to do

But they

As: for toy cleanup, make

. it a routine in-the‘evening,

| or after‘otheér:kids come to
| play, said Barone: Take 10

- minutes and work:together

~and- everything will be back .

“in ‘order, before the mess
gets.out of hand.

make cleanup ea51er ‘,

|- elaborate. “I'm not kidding - :
‘you. Sometimes I would -
leave three raisins. I would

' Nothing big.” But the'

. Barone also keeps a hard ,
wicker:basket that matches

: the famﬂy room decor to S

ey

Make it easy S
1t’s important that

1 help kids help you keep .

organized by making it. ‘easy..
for them.-Hooks for back :
packs and.coats. at their

level are a good idea, said"
yioys.on: large v

: f'f,«-'shelvesvm plastic contalners :
for easy’ storage. Clear .
-| containers are best; because ,

children can sée; what’

‘inside easier.

‘These: orgamzatmnal
tools dor’t have to look
perfect, they’re not: meant .-
to be decorator-items, sald
Thompson. “Organization - 1s '
about. efficiency. It’s not

=I“about how- color-coded and
B ‘mcely arranged thmgSsare

Are you tired of nagging =
your kids:to keep their -

‘room cleaned up? Younger
-|-ones may be motivated by a

visit from the House Fairy,

“said Vance. Tell your - - :

children the House Fairy. .

| will .come to.their room and.
leave a treat on-the bed if

they hang up their clothes,

| put away their toys-and
‘| make their bed. -

“I can’t tell you what my /
kids would do for that - :

~woman (the House Fairy)

that they-wouldn’t-do for

1 'me;” said Vance. The: Housef‘l

Fairy never.left anything-

leave a stick of gum:

anticipation and excltement i
of this magical fairy got :

-

.| them.in the habitof - = g‘
I cleaning up, Vance sa1d ’



