
And a Glenview nursery 
school recently sponsored 
talks -for parents by a 
California woman who 
specializes, in motivating 
people to get organized., - - 

These professionals say 
that with a littleplanning, a 
few well-placed 
organizational tools and ' 

some effort by your 
offspring, you can keep 
your hectic lives in order. 

Dee Vance works in the 
San Francisco Bay Area in 
California as a motivational 
speaker. She offers 
lunchtime brown bag 
seminars at large 
corporations, such as 
Chevron, which pay her to 
help their employees get 
organized at home. 

Sherecently was in 
Glenview to helo nursery 
school parents get 
organized. The worst 
disorganization is paper 
clutter, said Vance. "It 

doesn't matter what stage of 
life you're at or whether you . 
are working or not working < 
outside the! home, paper ; ;Â : 
clutter rnounts.up.? -" -grr^ 

To keep down tJT@ 'clutter,. 
Vance recommends 'opening* 
mail r ighta~ay,  andtossing 
all the JutokJm the trash.-<'ft * 
doesn't even enter the' ' ' -" 
home, because once it 
enters the home, it gets on 
that horizontal flat space 
where everything else gets 
stacked and the important 
things get put on the 
bottom and junk gets put 
on top and you can't get 
control of it." 

For kids, the best thing is 
to go through their papers 
on a daily basis, if possible, 
said Patty Barone of Crystal 
Lake, who works for Chaos 
to Order, a growing Park 
Ridge business run by 
Monica Thompson. The - information, such as Yet another file should 
company organizes offices baseball sign-up sheets, (Continued on next page) 

(home and business), 
designs custom closet 
systems and packs and 
unpacks and organizes after 
a move. And it helps 
families get organized. 
Prices start at $40 per hour, 
with a three hour minimum. 

Barone says try tp take 
five minutes each day 
(make it a routine, if 
possible) and go through 
your child's papers, decide 
what to keep, what you can 
get rid of. Keep art work in 
a separate spot from things 
such.as soccer sign up 
material and Girl Scout ' 

information. 
If you have space in your 

'kitchen, keep a cork board 
(for a decorator touch, paint 
it the same color as the 
kitchen, suggests Barone) 
where art projects can go. 

For the other 

keep a vertical file. Vance 
suggests this file te kept in 
the family room or jkitchen- - 
"It doesn't do any-food to, - 
have it upstairs in a backLaL 
bedroorft." . - 
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Keep ohe'fife" d --5 
TODAY - for things that 
must be done before you get 
to bed. 

Afiother file should be for 
FUTUREPENDING -- - 
items that require your 
attention before the week is 
over. You'll need to take a 
look at this a few minutes 
each day, or 20 minutes 
every couple of days, or 
maybe 40 minutes each - 

weekend, just as long as 
you take some time each 
week to keep it in control, 
said Vance. 



"̂- 

I C ~ U  t ter ~ontinued from previous .- page . 

be .kept for,BILLS, 
Each member of the 

family shofild have their 
om~fil~thei~-nanaaseft.aw 
it. This is where you keep 
that soccer information and 
other paperwork that they, * 

, will need. 
1 An integral part of 
, keeping stuff iii order-isto 

'said Barope. "I think it's - 
easier for you to keep on 
top of it then." 

When open house is 
coming up, mark it on the 
calendar, toss the paper inside easier. 

These organizati6nal . 
tools don't have to look 

6 An integral part- perfect, they'ren~tjneant -- 
It is a chore for you, to be decorator items, said 

of keeping stuff i 
order is to main- 
tain-a master 
calendar for the . 
family.? 

reminder sent toy the 
school, and make sure the 
calendar is in a place where 
the whole family can- see it. 

To keep newspapers, 
catalogs, and magazines 
from getting-out of hand, . 
the best rule is to remove - . 
yesterday's when you bring 

. in today's (or this month's 
magazine when you bring in 
last month's). Vance said 
she keeps all periodicals in 
a box in the living room, . 
and when she has extra ; 
time (watching a television a 

show she's not very ' 

I interested in or waitingfor ' 
the kids to. get ready for a -. , 
game) she sorts through-the - 

- magazines, cuts out aay . -! 
items she wants to keep for: 

but the resentment you. 
build up by being the , 

person who does it all and 
the maid and everybody's . , - 
servant doesn't help-you as 
an individual, or the kids; or 
the family dynamics." 

It took Vance six weeks 
to .teach her kids how to 
clear the table and load the 
dishwasher properly, and a . 

couple of months and one . 
red baseball uniform to 
teach her boys, at ages 7 
and 10 (when they enjoyed 
pushing buttons), how to do 

. their own wash. But they 
learned and "I haven't 
touched the laundry sin6e." 

As for toy cleanup, make 
it a routine in the evening, 

- 

or after otherkids-come to 
Nay, said-Barone:Take 10 - 

- minutes and worktogether . 
and everything will be back 

~ i n  order, before the mess 
gets-out of hand. a 

Are you tired of nagging 
your kids to keep their 
room cle'aned up? Younger 

. ones may be motivated by a 
visit from the House Fairy, 
said Vance. Tell your - 
children the House Fairy, 
will come to-their room and 
leave a treat on the bed if 
they hang up their clothes, 
put away their toys'and 
make their bed. 

"I can't tell you what my 
kids would do for that 
woman (the House Fairy) 
that they wouldnYt,do for , 

me," said Vance. The House , 
Fairy never-left anything 
elaborate. "I'm not kidding : 
you. Sometimes I would ' 

leave three raisins. I would !' 
leave a stick of .gum. , - i. : 
Nothing big." 'Rut the 

- anticipation and excitement ) 
of this magical fairy gat. 1 

' them.in the habit of .̂ . ; 
cleaning up, Vance said. .v, - 


